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Dispensation for Non-Attendance at Meetings

EXECUTIVE MEMBER: Councillor David Moore, Portfolio Holder for 
Nuclear and Corporate Services (including 
Democratic Services).

LEAD OFFICER: Sarah Pemberton, Director of Corporate Services 
and Commercial Strategy.

REPORT AUTHOR: Stephanie Shaw, Electoral and Democratic Services 
Manager.              

SUMMARY: 

To consider agreeing to grant a dispensation for non-attendance at 
meetings to those members unable to attend meetings between the 28th 
February until the 21st May 2020, such dispensation being restricted to that 
period.

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That, for the purpose of section 85(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the reason as set out in the report for members’ absence from meetings 
between the 28th February 2020 until the 21st May 2020 be approved.

                                                                             

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 states that:

“if a Member of a local authority fails throughout a period of six 
consecutive months of his last attendance to attend any meeting of 
the authority, he shall, unless the failure was due to some reason 
approved by the authority before the expiry date of that period, 
cease to be a member of the Authority”



1.2 COVID-19 has caused meetings to be cancelled. Council on the 5th 
May 2020, held virtually, adopted procedures for future meetings to 
be held virtually. This will last until such time as the Government 
eases ‘lock down’ restrictions, so as to enable meetings to be held 
safely again, or until the 7th May 2021 whichever is the sooner. The 
7th May 2021 is the end date set out in the relevant legislation.

1.3 Members who attended the meeting on the 5th May 2020 and those 
members attending on the 21st May 2020 will not require a 
dispensation as they have attended a meeting. However some 
members may still have difficulties with attendance either due to 
COVID-21 issues, being key workers elsewhere or still having 
problems accessing meetings remotely. It is unfair that those 
Members are penalised for not being at meetings during the period 
from when the virus hit the UK until when the Council started holding 
virtual meetings and to which all Members were able to attend. 

2. PROPOSAL

2.1 It is therefore recommended that the period from the 28th February 
2020 until the 21st May 2020 is covered by a dispensation for 
affected Members, the reason being due to difficulties caused by 
COVID-19. In effect this will mean that period is excluded from the 
calculation of whether a member has failed to attend a meeting for 6 
months.

2.2 Members are reminded to ensure that they monitor their own 
attendance at meetings. If, even with the above dispensation, they 
are running close to the six month period they should, in a timely 
manner (to allow Council to consider the request), request a 
dispensation via the Monitoring Officer setting out the reasons why 
they have failed to attend meetings outside the period dispensed 
with by this report.

3.      STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

3.1 Monitoring Officer’s comments are: No further issues arise.



3.2 Solicitor’s comments are: Legal points are covered in the report.

3.2 Section 151 Officer’s comments are: No financial issues arise from 
this report. Members will continue to be eligible for the payment of 
the basic allowance in accordance with the Member allowance 
scheme, for which there is budget provision.
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